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 NATHANIEL IRISH HOUSE -

Sfréet Addfeés: . .70q South Front Streét Phlladelphma, Phlladelphlgﬁgi
Co i .County, Pennsylvania . o , Ao
?rééénf Ownéff: ) ;lEarle R. Kirkbride and Beatrlce H (hls w1fe)
' __'P:esent Occ@nant: - Owner
Prééent Use:- | 'ﬁwelling |
: Briéf Sta%éﬁent Location {old No. 274) on Delaware Front Street

'of'SiPﬁificanCE: Southwark, an important residential” and commern,.'

PART I.

clal area in the cighteenth century. This and™
adjoining houses also built by Nathaniel Irlsh;j‘z
“These and many other houses of the same perloa

remain along Front Street. House-carpenters

builder Nathaniel Irish was a member of The

Carpenters' Company of Philadelphia 1762-1769; 3
owner or co~owner of the Union Furnace, Hunterdon
County, New Jersey; and Captain of an Artillery =
Company of Artlflcera The house is typical of
its perlod : - s

HISTORICAL INFOEMATION

1’1.\.0

Physical History:

1.

£
e
.

Original and subsequent owners: Nathaniel Irish 1762~
1769; Anthony Noble 1769-1774; Willlam Jones and de-
scendants 1774-1890; John McDowell 1890; Augusta Chance -
and son 1590-1913; Rose Albus 191?-L919, Seaman or
Simeon Chromezak and descendants 1919-1955; Earle R.
Kirkbride 1955-{present owner)

Date of erection: 1762-1769

Architect, builder, suppliers, ete.: House-Carpenter-
Builder Nathaniel Irish (1737-1816).

Original plens, construciion, ete.: Insurance Survey,
Philadelphia Contributionship #1604, April 28, 1772
{copies in Philadelphia Historical Compmiseion, City
Hall, Philadelphia).

Notes on alterations and additions: Insurance Sﬁrvey,
Philadelphia Contributionship #13971, April 11, 1893;
Measured Drawings and Inventory, January 1957, George A.. .

Robbins, AIA, Reg. Architect (copies in Philadelphia

Historical Commission, City Hall, Philadeliphia).
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1) 1 lews and ferenceas:
Inporiant old views and references

Philadelphia Histerical Commission, 634 City Hall,
Puiladelphia 7, Pa.

Departaent of Records, 163, 170, 171 City Hall,
Philaaeliphia 7, Pa.

Philadelphia Contributionship Insurance Co., 212 South
Fourth Street, Philadelphia €, Pa. (15 Surveys, long- _

nand, reproauctlons, Pniladelphis Historical Commdssion).

Historical Scciety of Pennsylvania, 1300 Locust 3t.,
Philadelphia 7, Pa. (William Allen, uss., inventory
of estate of Nathaniel Irish, longhand).

Carpenters! Company of Philadelpnia, 320 Chestnut otreet
Philadeliphia &, Pa. (MS Articles and Minutes, 1762—
1769, Lonsqanu) '

Penngylvania Arehives~-Vol. 2, p. 106 Vol. 3, pp. 1086,
1094, 1100, 1102, 1103; Vol. 4, pp. 188, 638.

Pennsylvenia Colonial Records--Vol. 10, p. 291.

Pennsylvania Magazine of History and Biography, XIX (1895),
pp. 35L-358.

Francis B, Heiltman, Historical Regisiry of QOfficers of the
Continental Army (Washington, D. C., 1803 and 1914}, D. 314

T. G Tousey, Military History Of Carlisle {(Richmond, 1939),

. 99, 410.

Henry C. Mercer, Decorated Siove Plates {Conmtributions to
American Higtory by the Bucks County Historical Society,
No. 6, boylestown, Pa., 1899), p. 19, and The Bible ip
Iron (Bucks County Historical Soclety, Doylestowm, Pa., .
1914), p. 101, plate 166 (see Part IT, flreplaces, of
thig report).

Norris S. Barratt, Qutlipe of the History of 0ld Salnt
Paul's Church (Philadelphia, Colonial 8001ety of
Pernsylvania, 1917, p. 34).

Correspondence with Dr. Loulse Hall, Duke University,

Durham, N. C. (copies in Philadelphia Historical
Commission).

Historical Events Connected with the Structure: Nathaniel

Irish was one of the petiiloners for Saint Paul's Church -
(east side of Third Street below Walnut, opposite Willing's -
alley) in 1760, although the building was not erected until
1765, (It is cencelvable that Nathaniel Irish had some

part in this building, but no proof has been found, and it
was remodeled by Willlam Strickland in 1830.) Nathanlel Irish - "
purchased several properties in the Disitrict of Southwark - .
1760-L766., That he built several houses on these properiies’

is recorded in deeds and insurance records. Three houses .
built in 1763 on the east side of Gearge Street (now South
Amerlcan.Street) are described in Philadelphia Contribution="
ship surveys,’ nurbers 1678, 1679, and 1680, in 1773 and
later in an advertisement in the Pennsylvania Packed;
Decenber 3, 1778, A son, Nathanlel, and dauﬁnter, Mary;
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were baptised July 19, 1769, at Gloria Dei, Cld Swedes!?

~ Chureh, according 1o the Reglsier of Baplisms at ¥icaco.
A son, ¥illiam Beckford, born August 23, 1773, later became

- U, 8. Marshall during the term of President Monroe and his
gson, Dallas Cadwallader Irisn (grandson of Nathaniel), became
the hereditary member of the Society of The Cineinnati.

On July 26, 1775, Nathaniel Irish wrote "To the Honourable
Commitiee of Saf'ety for the City of Philadelphia, &o." describ-
ing fully his idea for a "Boat or Gundalo" for the further
defense of the Delaware. At the opening of the Revolution he
imade camnon ai-his Union Furnace, Hunterdon County, New
Jersey, until the Britdsh blew it up. He organized an Artillery
Company of Artificers and served as Captain under Colonel
Benjainin Flower from February 7, 177/, to January 1, 1Y83,
comanding one of the four conpanies staticoned at the \ashing-
tonburg Public Works nesr Carlisle, Pennsylvania. In 1783
he was gianted land for military service and purchased addi-
tional properiy on Plum Creek, Pitt Township, Allegheny
County (Pittsburgh), Pennsylvania. In 1805 his name led the
list of twelve Vestrymen of Trinity Church (0ld Round Church),
Pittsburgh, on the perpetual charter obtained by the church
{rom Governer Thomas McKean. (Concelvably Nathaniel Irish
designed and/or built this octagonal church, aAthough docu~
mentary proof has not yet been found. );

c. Supplemental Material:

l.f‘The following direct quotation from Insurance Survey,
Phlladelphla Contrlbutlonshlp #1604

Survey. ADrll 28 17?2

A hogse for anthony Noble Situate on the Eest Side of front Street
Continue.“ in the district of Southwark where Cap.® Wade dwells -

20 feet front - 34 feet deep ~ 3 Storys high -~ 9 inch party walls -

2 Rooms on a floor - plaster.™ partitions -~ The first story wainscuted
pedistal high, Chimney Brest, tabernacle frame, mantle Cornish, frett
Cornish, Stralt Joint floor - Chimney Brests Scerting Surbass & Single
Cornish in 29 Story Chimney Brest Scerting & Surbass in 3 Story Garoi
plaster.” - a way out on Hoof & iron Rails up ~ modilion eaves in
front The kitchen 17 1/2 by 10 1/2 feet 2 Storys high 9 inch wallg -
the whole painted inside & out and New

' Gun g Bedford

‘House . & 400) |
Kitcnen . - 50) E 450 @ 30/ per cent égfoduc1ng a dep031t og/ b 6 1

2;; The—follow1ng dlreet quotatlon from ‘Insurance Survey,
Phlladelphla Contrlbutlonshlp #13971 Aprml 11, 1893

Survey of ‘a Brlck Dwelllng, belong;ng to Mrs. Augusta MiChance
Sltuate on the West side of South Front St. No. 704, o of & near
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Bainbridge. Being 19 2/3' front (ineludinz an alley 3' wide) by
34 1/2' deep, 3 Stories and Attic; (the part over the alley being
only 30' deep). A Bacl B'lda'g. 10 2/3' x 18', 2 stories. Walls
94 & 11" thiclk. :

st siory - Front Bldg. 2 rooms & passage -~ y.p. floor, §" mld. base,
Ei m‘ld'gs. 2 Basn doors, 12 & 4 1ts. 8 x 10; one 4 1't. 8 x 10 &
one G 1't. & % 14 transons; 4 breast closets; 3 vwith 4 doors each;
2 plain wood uantels; one with marble slab., 2 front windows 12 L'ts.
8 x 16 & one back 24 - 8 x 10 outside ¢lose shutters.

Ceiiling 9 f1. high - mclosaa winding stairs
from Cellar to Attle -

S = 2 rooms & stalrs landing ~ Floor &c. as in 1sit Story -
one sash door, 4 1'te. 10 x 28 and 10 2 &; 4 breast closels, 4 shelves
each; 2 p”ain wood wantels - &" chair rail of p'id. wood - 3 front
windows 18 lt'is. 8 x 10; cubside venetian blinds. OCne back do. 24
1'ts. no blindgs - Ceilings 9' high.

o

Jrd Story - Same as 2nd Story - Floor of wide w.p. boards - Base &
Mouldings as in 2né story - 2 sash doors, 4 - 1l x 18 & 2 ~ 10 x 28;
front windows 12 - & x 10; back do. 16- 8 x 10 ~ 4 Closets as in

Znd story 2 plain wood mantel shelves on do. brackets Celiling 3! high-
Aftic Story - Same as Brd do. flcor, no basc on w'id'gs - 2 dormer

yindows 12 = & x 10 - Cl'gs. 7' high - _

Back bld'g - lst story - one room - ¥.p. floor, plain basc & casings
. onc closel;: one window 24 1'ie, & x 10, outside close shutlers ~ cne
’ plain wood mantel shelfl on do. Dﬁac<ets -

Ceiling & 1/2' high - - fnclosed winding Sﬁalrs from

Celiar to Znd sitoxry

2nd Story - One room - Floor &o. as in lst story - one closet; mantel
shelfl of wocd - 2 windows 12 - £ x 10; cecilings 8 1/2' - Cellar -
natural Cloor - Boof - Double plitch over Main B'ld'yg, single do.
back; all covr'd. with tin. Round tin spouting & do, gutters; wood
gills; stone sleps in front - Cellar doors in froml, with spandrels
of brick & stone - Trap door in roof with flyed step ladder 1o same';
yalls & cellings papercd, except in the Attic. Doors 4 and 2 pn'ld; v
windows all have solid frames. I

4/11/9% ¥, . Trapief; Sufveyor\

Note -~ Stucco Cornice in 1st & 2nd stories - Main B'id'g -

Pol¢cy No. 1;971 ' $1,500. at 2% . 330~
' Agreed tobe Correct
OTHER CON(;URRLNT INSURANGE
ALLOWED UNTIL NOTICE 1S REGUIRED

Angusﬁa B Gnanae

T have cxamined the above and Llﬂd a fire escape has been placed

on resar of house
Burton B. Blair, -

. g - . -Nov. 10, 1904 - SO L}spector

Pﬂena:ed by Beatrice H. Kirkbride for the
niledelpnia Historical Comn1351cn
September 1929 e
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ARCHITECTURAL INFORMATTION

General Statementb:

~
Lo

2.

Architectural character: Typical of period, fine pro-
portions, hand-crafted detalls (see chiimey walls and
fireplaces); adjoining houses built by saue house-

- carpenter-builder.

Cendition of {abric: Very good.

Technical Description of Exterior:

1.

Overall dimenslons: 3-1/2 storles with iwo-story back

‘wing - cellar under both. 20! front (including 3' alley

in first story) by 34' deep (part over alley only 30!
deep), back or kitchen wing 11' x 18T,

Foundations: Rubble stone, some large blocks tooled;
4 stone vault arches under alley; one of the same for
each chimney (3); these have single coursc brick arch
ring.

.. Wall construction: 11" and o wallsl'bfick 2 3/8n x
-3.1/4-3/4" facade laid in Flemish bond, 6 courses to.
16" moulded brick watershed (painted); side and rear

5 courses coimmon bond te 1 header course, gope random
glazed brick; glaszmed headers form solid diamond in rear
wall (bacx wing), vhich nas no openings.

. Porches, steops, bulkheads, etc.: White marble stoop,'

threshold and'z steps gray soapstone; door opening {rom
third story rear indicates a "flat for drying clothes"
that was once bulllt con roof of back wing.

Chimeys: Brick, two 3-flue chiﬁneys on- north wall,
one 2-flue chimmey on west or rear wall of back wing,

' 'all plastered but usable (kitchen flue has gas exhaust

stack ingserted); some flues have ¢lay chimmey-pois.
Openings:

a. Doorways and doors: Square-~head front dociway with
transom, later sash door. Arched alley-way in first
story with plank gate, second story over. Square-
head kitchen doorway with 19th century paneled door;

" third story rear 18th century door, double-faced,
“strap hinges {(three wide plangs haJe studs outiining
. panels.on reverse 51de)

:,b‘  ¥indows and-shutters:

Facade: 3 bays, 2 windows {irst story, later framing

HCH_ 19th century moulding, later sash; 3 windows second



C.

7.

1'

' 1oft and trep door in roof - (now sky—llgh%)
: replacement over 6/4“ randon width ‘pine, fstralghi

" plagstered under; ‘third story replacenent narrow: harﬁwmod

"”planx laid oppos¢be lome” fioore, lof wide plank 1n
_center. .

NATHANIEL IRISH HOUSE - .
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atory, plank and moulding frames, later sash; 3 wih;:;'
dows third story, original frames, original Qash but
mmting removed,

Rear of front building: 1 large wiandow in each story,
original plank and moulding frames; later folding
plank shutter in first story; third story original
sash 16 Lligzlvts &" x 10" glass; 1L small casement window
second and itnird slories, single sash, 3 lights.

Side wall of back wing: 1 window first story, original =
plank and moulding f{rame, later sash, pair of 18th
century shulters, double-faced, 2 planks with long

strap hinges and studs outlining 3 panels of face,
fish~tail holders; 2 windows second story, original
Trames and ﬁasn,*? lights (6 over 6}, 8" x 10" .
giass (some early glass); 2 square-head, ridge dorners
{one front, one back) have original framing, *ater

sash.

a. Shape, covering: Steep gable roof, front building;
shed roof back wing; gable roof framing pinned with
wood dowels, no ridge pole; long, early shingles
remain under roll roofing, which is water-tight.

b, Cornice, eaves: Wide moulding and modillion: cornlce
front; wide moulding back; frame box eaves, tln
gutter front, hanging ¥in gutter back.

a. Ebrm@rs; eupolas: Gable roof has D*aln rldge domner'
front and hack. Later sky-light replaces criginal
trap door. ' ' R

Technical Description of Interiors;

Floor plans: 191-70 x 341 - 2 Touns and entny; 11t x 187 =
1 room, back wing. OSee measured drawings by Geoxge A..
Fobbins, A.1.A. -

Stairways: Cellar to first floor, replacement part spiral
and straight; first story Lo second, replacement ﬁovuxeg,:__f*
2 landings; second story. 1o garret, original spiral
around board newel; scars of buili-~in frame ;adder to

Flooring: -Cellar earth; first story narrow hurdwoad

Joint® (doweled), split lath and plaster:-imder (entry :
hasnnot been covered so construction is visible); sec0ﬁﬁ
om<wlnm1wm&mwuﬁhprm,cﬂzmﬂsatgmsm

axcept in omlnne} closets. random width piné; garret wide
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Wall and ceiling finish: Plastered, brick bearing walls
not furred, hoard pasriitions with “Pllb lath, ceilings
split Lath, all plastered, layers of live- fash replace-
ment partitions first story stud, lath and plaster;
chimmey-wall in each rooi has paneled cladding, breasted
closets, paneled doors; first story “lddlo TG nas
tabernacle frame, Tretied cornice and smantel mouwlding,
paneled dado or walnscoitlng 'pedlstal high' 2 walls;
second story wide roulding cornice and chalr-rail,
natehed lLunber wall partitions off vathroom in :lddle
room; rear wing kitchen chamber has only chinne, cornice,
1 breasted closel, high moulding mantel; taird siory
chair-rail, chimney cornice, 2 breasted closets each,
front paneled over calmney, back plasterced; plaster is
origzinal except for patches and roplacement partition

in Alrst story; stalrwell and first and second stories
papered. .

Doorways and doong:  First flcoor--eniry and belween roons

leter "French" 15-light doors; replacement door at
breasted closet front room; middle room original paneled
doorg. cellarway and breusted closets; Xkitchen one paneled
door at breasted closet. Second floor--all original
paneled doors except to bathroom; original pancled doors
third story and garret (glass replaces 2 panels in each
door off stairwell entry in eacn story).

Trim: First story all replacement except recessed,
curved, butterfly shelves in front closet and one

closet of middle room; sccond story replacement of window
trim except kitehen-chamber moulding, doorways have

= original "double architraves"; third story orLglnal Eould-

ing trim, uoorways ”sxngle archltraveﬁ H

Hardware: H and T, hlngeu on- all original paneled doors
except cellar door; 4 clogetl doors have ordiginal wood
Imobs; an 18th century xey.found in cellar earth floor.

Lighting: Flectric

'ﬁéailﬁg. Orlglnal usable fireplace in each room (except

kitehen, which has not becn opened). First floor front
straight-arch, plastered recess, gray Pemsylvania marble

- glabs (impressions of double row of 5" tiles under top -

5lab) scar of single moulding trim; middle room kneed
moulding ‘around single row of Delft blue tiles {(all same
design, many missing), recéss plastered, 24-1/2% x 26-1/2"
cast-iron fireback found behind false brick lining (cited
as a.side plate of a six=plate stove by Henry C. Mercer,.

;}Tne Bible in Iron and Decoraled Stove Plates {rom.a plate
“Pound in & lumber rooi in Bethlehem, Fa., in 1897, hamed

"The Conque”o”“; see references under Part I, A, & of this
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report). Second floor front and middle roome straight-
arch plastered, single moulding trim, middle room has
18th century square tile hearth; rear wing ellipiical
brick arch, formerly plastered. Third floor front and
back siraight arch plastered. OStove-pipe nholes made

in all chimmeys (panel in widdle room, firsi story,
resiored). Central gas heat, hot-water convector
radiation. -

D. Site:

1. Orientation: House faces east. It is a typical row
nouse built on "sireest line."

2. Enclosures: New &' cypress fence, redwdod-ppsts.:

3. Qutbuildings: Frawme Ynecessary" matched boards, shed .
roof (2 compartments now used for storing garden equxp— .
ment and supplies), northwest corner of 70' lot. .

4. Walks, driveways, ete.: Brick-paved 3' slley-way front
to back under second story; front house-line to curb 4

replacement cement paved.

5. Landscaping, gardens, eic.: Brick-paved back yard;

. small planted areas, one [ast-growing tree (paper
- mulberry) planted at rear of yard (from 6! to 25" in
4 years)

Prepared by Beatrice H. Kirkbride fér thgi‘;'
Philadeipnia Historieal . Cammlss1on
September 1959




Addernidum To

Nathaniel Irish House
704 South Front Street
Philadelphia
Philadelphia County
Pennsylvania

REDUCED COPIES OF MEASURED DRAWINGS

Historic American Buildings Survey

National Park Service

Depariment of the Interior

Washington, D.C,

20240

HABS No. PA-1013



Aﬁdéndum to:

Nathaniel Irish House
704 South Front Street
Philadelphia
Philadelphia County
Pennsylvania

Historic American Buildings Survey

PHOTOGRAPHS

National Park Service

Department of the Interior

Washington, D.C.

20240

HABS No. PA-1013

VARG
™,
S - A

AHZ ~



